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The purpose of the class Is to:

1. Development of critical thinking and skills of analyzing real

environmental problems.

2. Formation of the abllity to express one's own position in a
reasoned manner, based on real data.

3. To familiarize students with the principles of resolving
environmental conflicts In crisis conditions (military
operations, natural disasters, etc.).

4. 4. Fostering environmental awareness and understanding
of the Importance of environmental protection Iin times of

Crisis.
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Materials for the class. To prepare for the class, students are
provided with a description of the case with facts related to the
situation; information on Ukrainian environmental legislation and
International standards; analytical materials on the impact of climate
change on the environment; recommendations of the UN, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and other organizations
on climate change adaptation.
Class format. The class is organized as a simulation of a trial,
where students play the roles of participants in a court hearing. Each
role has clear tasks that allow you to maximize the topic of the class.
The main case for consideration. For the class, we offer
several relevant situations related to the impact of crisis conditions on
the environment and the need to adapt to climate change.
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Situation 1: Pollution of water resources as a result of the company's activities
during military operations. During the hostilities on the territory of Ukraine, a
company engaged In industrial activities began to violate environmental
standards. Due to the hostilities, the system of control and supervision over
production processes was weakened, which led to the discharge of untreated
wastewater containing chemical and toxic substances into local water bodies.
This contaminated the water used by the local community for domestic purposes,
agriculture and fishing. The pollution resulted in deterioration of drinking water
guality, destruction of fish stocks, death of wildlife, and increased disease rates
among the population. The community has suffered both environmental and
socio-economic damage as the water has become unusable and the company
refuses to take remedial action, citing martial law as the reason.
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Situation 2: lllegal deforestation to meet the energy needs of the population
during martial law. Due to the damage to the energy infrastructure during the
hostilities, many regions of Ukraine faced a critical shortage of fuel. Massive
deforestation has begun to provide heat to the population. Despite the existence
of environmental laws, deforestation Is carried out without proper control by
government agencies. This leads to a significant reduction in the area of forest
plantations, which are important for biodiversity conservation, air purification and
regulation of the water balance in the region. In addition, deforestation provokes
soll erosion, which affects agriculture and increases the risk of floods and
landslides. Such actions cause outrage from environmentalists and civil society
activists who demand to find alternative solutions for energy needs.
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Situation 3: Slow response of the authorities to floods caused by climate change.
As a result of global warming, floods are becoming more frequent in Ukraine,
especially in mountainous and coastal regions. Significant precipitation, which has
become more frequent due to climate change, causes flooding of settlements,
destruction of houses, roads and agricultural land. However, local governments
and public services have not developed effective measures to prevent such
natural disasters. In particular, there are no projects to build dams, strengthen
banks, or clear riverbeds of debris and vegetation. Communities are left
vulnerable to the elements, resulting in large-scale material damage, loss of
property, and even human casualties. The ineffective response of the authorities
causes numerous complaints from the public, which demands that the
government take immediate action to ensure public safety and adaptation to
climate change.

!
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Situation 4: Waste contamination of soils in the combat zone. In the areas
affected by active hostilities, a significant amount of waste has accumulated,
Including the remains of destroyed equipment, ammunition, construction
materials, and household waste. In many cases, this waste is not disposed of in
accordance with environmental standards: it is burned in the open air or buried In
Inappropriate places. Such actions lead to soil contamination with toxic
substances, heavy metals, and chemicals that affect the quality of agricultural
land and threaten public health. This causes a conflict between local communities
demanding cleanup and the authorities, who claim that resources are not
available to address the problem due to martial law.
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Situation 5: Destruction of protected areas as a result of hostilities.
During the hostilities, protected areas, such as national parks, nature
reserves and other ecosystems that are home to rare and endangered
species of animals and plants, were damaged. For example, the
shelling caused large-scale fires in forest areas that destroyed much of
the natural environment. The pollution of soll, water and air in these
regions has also caused animal migration and ecosystem destruction.
Governments and international environmental organizations are facing
difficulties Iin restoring these areas due to the ongoing hostilities and
lack of resources.
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Situation 6: Increased greenhouse gas emissions due to massive use of
generators. Due to the damage to the power grid during the hostilities,
a large part of the population and businesses started using diesel and
gasoline generators to provide power supply. This has led to an
Increase In greenhouse gas emissions, which exacerbates climate
change. In addition, the massive use of generators leads to increased
noise pollution, lower air quality, and additional strain on the fuel
supply infrastructure. Environmentalists emphasize the need to
Introduce alternative energy sources, such as solar panels, but under
martial law, these measures are not prioritized enough.
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Distribution of roles. Students are divided into several groups. Judges
(1-2 people) who manage the process, keep order and make the final
decision. Prosecutors (2-3 people) who bring charges against the
company, government or other party, explaining which environmental
regulations have been violated and what impact this has on the
environment. Defense lawyers (2-3 people) who defend the accused,
justifying their actions and suggesting ways to solve the problem.
Experts (ecologists, economists, sociologists) who analyze the situation
from a professional point of view and provide data on the impact of the
situation on the ecosystem, society and economy. The public (other
students), who express the position of the affected persons or support
one of the parties to the process.
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Establishment Summary and
O of charges verdict

First: Prosecutors Establishing the
Second: Judges. CONSEQUENCES
® The third: Lawyers. DIscussion of
solutions
5 teams Fourth: Experts
Fifth: The public
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The first stage: Preparation (20-30 minutes).

Students receive a case description, tasks according to their role, and
time to prepare.

The judges prepare a plan for the hearing and criteria for evaluating
arguments.

Prosecutors study the case files, prepare charges and evidence of
violations.

The lawyers analyze the charges and formulate counterarguments.
Experts collect information to provide a professional analysis of the
situation.

The public formulates a position from the point of view of the affected
persons.
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The second stage: Trial (45-60 minutes)

1. Opening remarks by the judges. The judges open the meeting, explain the purpose
and procedure.

2. Speech by prosecutors. Prosecutors present the charges, provide evidence of
violations of environmental standards and their consequences.

3. Defense of Ilawyers. Lawyers defend the accused party by offering
counterarguments or remedial measures.

4. The word of experts. Experts analyze the situation, assess its impact on the
environment, society and economy, and propose strategies for adapting to climate
change.

5. Public opinion. Representatives of the community express the position of the
victims, assess the activities of the accused and propose their demands.

6. Discussion. There is a short discussion between the parties, where each group can
ask questions to the others

/. Decision-making. The judges summarize the results, discuss the arguments, and

make a dec]s]
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The third stage: Wrap-up discussion (15-20 mi

The students and the teacher discuss:

- What conclusions can be drawn from the trial results?

- What measures can be effective in solving environmental problems in a crisis?
- How can we avoid similar situations in the future?

Expected results. After the class, students should: learn how to analyze
complex environmental situations and find ways to solve them; gain skills In
reasoned expression and collective decision-making; deepen their
understanding of the relationship between climate change, crisis situations and
environmental policy; realize the importance of preserving natural resources
even in emergency situations.
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Thank you for your attention!

Contacts:

Yulila KALIUZHNA - Associate Professor of the
Department of Ecology, Kharkiv National Automobile and
Highway University

E-mail: uskalmikova@gmail.com
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